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dense jungle. Chiribiquete was already 
Colombia’s largest park, and it has now 
become the size of Belgium. 

There is more that needs to be done 
to protect Colombia’s environment, 
particularly from the damage caused 
by mining and other extractive indus-
tries which has often occurred in, or 
adjacent to, environmentally fragile 
areas or indigenous reserves. 

But President Santos’ single stroke 
of the pen has done more for environ-
mental conservation and species pro-
tection than what most heads of state 
do in a lifetime. I commend him for it 
and congratulate the Colombian peo-
ple. Colombia has set an example for 
all of us who care about the environ-
ment and recognize that we have a re-
sponsibility to protect it for future 
generations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH ROBERTS 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, Today I wish to recognize 
one of my staff members who is cur-
rently battling cancer. Joseph F. Rob-
erts has worked in my Rapid City con-
gressional district office since Sep-
tember 2002. Combined with service in 
the Peace Corps and the U.S. Air 
Force, Joe has served our Nation for 
approximately 19 years in Federal and 
military service. 

As a member of my staff, Joe has 
provided exemplary constituent service 
to veterans and their families, as well 
as servicemembers and constituents 
facing numerous issues. He has always 
approached his work with a high degree 
of professionalism and a genuine caring 
attitude. That caring attitude stems 
from years of therapy and counseling 
services in the private sector he pro-
vided to the people of western South 
Dakota. 

His service in the U.S. Air Force has 
served him well in working with vet-
erans, and he has taken particular in-
terest with veterans who suffer from 
military sexual assault, Traumatic 
Brain Injuries, and Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. Veterans and their 
families know they have a true advo-
cate with Joe in their corner when it 
comes to obtaining answers and deci-
sions on claims, searches for records 
and medical care issues. Joe’s time in 
the Peace Corps brought him to Roma-
nia and Guyana where he served in a 
number of capacities including edu-
cation and training on domestic vio-
lence, sexual abuse, substance abuse 
and communication, as well as working 
on infrastructure issues and providing 
psychotherapy and other counseling as-
sistance. These experiences helped him 
greatly in my district office as he as-
sisted constituents with local, State 
and Federal issues and problems, in-
cluding a wide array of immigration 
and passport issues. 

I have always been impressed by 
Joe’s sense of dedication and commit-

ment to helping people. One of the 
great rewards in life is helping others 
and whether it has been his work in the 
Peace Corps, his private work as a 
therapist and counselor, or his work in 
constituent service in my office, Joe 
has helped many people. Over the 
years, I have received numerous thank 
you notes and letters from constitu-
ents praising the work of Joe Roberts. 

And he has approached his battles 
with cancer over the years with com-
mitment, humor and perspective, al-
ways sharing, teaching and counseling 
despite the challenges of the disease. 

I take this opportunity to thank Joe 
for his service and his work on my be-
half with the people of South Dakota. I 
congratulate him on his many years of 
service to the people of South Dakota 
and to his country and commend him 
for a job well done.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE ORPHEUM 
THEATER CENTER 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, today I wish to honor the 
Orpheum Theater Center in Sioux 
Falls, SD on its centennial anniver-
sary. Since 1913, the Orpheum Theater 
has established itself as a place of ex-
cellence in the arts. 

On a breezy Thursday evening in Oc-
tober, exactly 100 years ago today, the 
Orpheum Theater opened its doors and 
charged patrons an unheard of price of 
$5 per seat. The opening night perform-
ances stunned the audience with a 
broad spectrum of entertainment in-
cluding the Orpheum Concert Orches-
tra, two comedy acts, and headlines 
from around the world via a state-of- 
the-art newsreel. 

Over the past 100 years, the Orpheum 
Theater has changed owners several 
times and has undergone many renova-
tions, most recently in 2009. Thanks to 
its dedicated staff and exceptional vol-
unteers the Orpheum Theater has con-
sistently provided a superb place to ex-
perience performing arts and annually 
100,000 people visit this world-class 
venue. 

South Dakotans have congregated at 
the Orpheum Theater for elegant per-
formances by entertainers both from 
within our community and around the 
world. I congratulate the Orpheum 
Theater Center on reaching this mile-
stone, and wish it continued success. 
Encore!∑ 

f 

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY CHAPEL 
DEDICATION 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I 
wish to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the dedication of the Cadet Chapel 
at the U.S. Air Force Academy. In the 
half century since its founding, the 
Cadet Chapel has become a National 
Historic Landmark and the most pop-
ular manmade attraction in Colorado. 
Each year more than 750,000 visitors 
explore this iconic and unique building. 

Today, the Cadet Chapel is a 
multifaith house of worship specifi-

cally designed to provide multiple dis-
tinct worship areas under a single roof, 
meeting the spiritual needs of the 
Academy’s cadets. The chapel’s alu-
minum, glass and steel structure fea-
tures 17 spires that soar 150 feet toward 
the Colorado sky. 

Annually, over 4,000 cadets are pro-
vided 850 religious worship and edu-
cational opportunities to practice their 
personal faith. The chapel also provides 
religious rites and observances such as 
baptisms and dedications, weddings, fu-
nerals and memorial services. Most 
worship services are open to the gen-
eral public and thousands of visitors 
each year attend worship. 

The Cadet Chapel fosters outstanding 
civic involvement by partnering with 
the local community to host four an-
nual free concerts with over 2000 
attendees. The U.S. Air Force Academy 
Cadet Chapel is truly unique. Its iconic 
architectural structure serves as a 
symbol of the Academy and is recog-
nized worldwide. Most important, the 
Cadet Chapel enables the free exercise 
of religion for cadets in this unique 
campus setting and aids the Chaplain 
Corps at the Air Force Academy to in-
spire men and women to become lead-
ers of character through spiritual for-
mation. 

In the 50 years since the Cadet Chap-
el was dedicated our Nation has sent 
Air Force Academy graduates to serve 
in the skies and jungles of Vietnam and 
the deserts of Iraq. Those that once 
bowed their head beneath the spires of 
the Chapel served our country in the 
former Yugoslavia and in the moun-
tains of Afghanistan, and they con-
tinue to serve the cause of freedom 
around the globe today. We thank 
them for their service, and we con-
gratulate the Air Force on the 50th an-
niversary of the dedication of the Air 
Force Academy’s Cadet Chapel.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 2:04 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 367. An act to amend chapter 8 of title 
5, United States Code, to provide that major 
rules of the executive branch shall have no 
force or effect unless a joint resolution of ap-
proval is enacted into law. 

H.R. 1582. An act to protect consumers by 
prohibiting the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency from promul-
gating as final certain energy-related rules 
that are estimated to cost more than 
$1billion and will cause significant adverse 
effects to the economy. 

H.R. 1897. An act to promote freedom and 
democracy in Vietnam. 

H.R. 2009. An act to prohibit the Secretary 
of the Treasury from enforcing the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act and the 
Health Care and Education Reconciliation 
Act of 2010. 

H.R. 2879. An act to provide limitations on 
bonuses for Federal employees during se-
questration, to provide for investigative 
leave requirements for members of the Sen-
ior Executive Service, to establish certain 
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